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and the assumption that blessedness is not a form of happi-
ness, lapses. If the blessed life is one in which the pleasures
and pains received balance one another, so producing an
average that is indifferent; or if it is one in which the
pleasures are out-balanced by the pains; then the blessed life
has the character which the pessimist alleges of life at large,
and therefore regards it as cursed. Annihilation is best, he
will argue; since if an average that is indifferent is the out-
come of the blessed life, annihilation at once achieves it;
and if a surplus of suffering is the outcome of this highest
kind of life called blessed, still more should life in general
be ended.

A possible rejoinder must be named and disposed of.
While it is admitted that the particular kind of consciousness
accompanying conduct that is blessed, is pleasurable; it may
be contended that pursuance of this conduct and receipt of
the pleasure, brings by the implied self-denial, and per- ,
sistent effort, and perhaps bodily injury, a suffering that
exceeds it in amount. And it may then be urged that
blessedness, characterized by this excess of aggregate pains
over aggregate pleasures, should nevertheless be pursued as
an end, rather than the happiness constituted by excess of
pleasures over pains. But now, defensible though this
conception of blessedness may be when limited to one indi- '
vidual, or some individuals, it becomes indefejasible when;
extended to all individuals; as it must be if blessedness is
taken for the end of conduct. To see this we need but ask
for what purpose are these pains in excess of pleasures to be
borne. Blessedness being the ideal state for all persons;
and the self-sacrifices made by each person in pursuance
of this ideal state, having for their end to help all other
persons in achieving the like ideal state; it results that the
blessed though painful state of each, is to be acquired by
furthering the like blessed though painful states of others :
the blessed consciousness is to be constituted by the con-
templation of their consciousnesses in a condition of average